
The schedule and program will 

make provision for both fast and 
slow hikers, but participants will 

need to be in moderately good 
shape to hike to the rock-art in 

the canyon. 

(continued on page 2) 

The Friends of Chaco Rock Art 
tour is scheduled for May 6, 7, 

8, & 9, 2010.  This second 
annual tour will be lead again by 

rock art experts Jane Kolber 
and Donna Yoder who have 

spent over 30 years studying the 
rock art of the park.  Last yearõs 

tour was popular and space will 
be limited to nine persons in 

2010, so sign up now! 

 
Activities will begin at 5:00 p.m. 

in Chaco on May 6th.  An eve-
ning meal will be followed by an 

orientation and introduction. 
The next day will be filled with 

lectures and tours by the Park 
archaeologist and staff about the 

Chaco world and the magnifi-
cent architectural structures 

and related rock-art.  The fol-

lowing two days will be com-
pletely devoted to visiting rock-

art sites throughout the canyon, 
the majority of which are closed 

to the public. 

 

2nd Annual Chaco Rock Art Tour May 6 -9, 2010! 

From the Superintendentõs DeskñBarbara West 

Things at Chaco have been 

amazingly busy over the last six 
months! The big news is that 

the parkõs Visitor Center will be 
completely renovated and reha-

bilitated. It was built in 1957 and 
needs to be wholly refurbished 

and modernized.  Our visitor 
center is modest in scale and it 

is our intent to keep it that way.  
The building footprint will re-

main virtually the same. 

 
What is important at Chaco 

shouldnõt be our buildings and 
facilities; we want the attention 

to continue to be focused on 
the culture that thrived here 

rather than our own. We antici-

pate that that construction will 
begin next November. While 

the work is going on, we will 
move our offices to various 

locations in the park. We will 

move our visitor services into a 
modular building in the parking 

lot adjacent to the visitor center 
and we hope to get a yurt to 

use as an auxiliary auditorium. 
Other park functions will move 

to the maintenance and housing 
areas. The project is estimated 

at $3.1 million and should take 
about 16-18 months to com-

plete. We will remain open and 
hope that visitors wonõt be too 

inconvenienced. 

 
Other projects completed over 

the summer included:  connect 
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Our Mission:  

The Friends of Chaco 

is a non-profit, citizen 
membership organiza-
tion dedicated to the 

support of Chaco Cul-
ture National Histori-
cal Park and the pres-

ervation of Chaco for 
present and future 
generations.  Dona-

tions to the Friends of 
Chaco are tax-
deductible.  See Page 4 
for membership and 

donation information. 
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preserve sites including Pueblo 

Bonito, some sites on Chacra 
Mesa, at Pueblo Alto and at Kin 

Yaõa. For a small park, con-
struction projects like these 

really stretch our capabilities 
especially given the sensitivity 

of excavating anywhere in the 
park. For projects requiring 

excavation, we employ arche-
ologists to monitor every 

shovelful of dirt that is moved 
to ensure that resources are 

protected. We also make every 
attempt to locate and design 

ing the campground to the 

parkõs wastewater treatment 
system and replacing water 

lines and sewage treatment 
system lift stations; replacing 

the maintenance offices and 
adding to our curatorial space; 

and re-routing and rehabilitat-
ing some of the parkõs front-

country trails with the assis-
tance of the energetic young 

people of the Southwest Con-
servation Corps.  The parkõs 

preservation crew is also doing 
several projects to stabilize and 

the projects so that they are in 

already disturbed areas. The 
new campground projects fol-

low the road alignment to the 

extent possible for this reason. 
 

The support of the Friends and 
other volunteers continues to 

be vitally important to us. The 
Friends made it possible to 

have a textile from the parkõs 
collection identified and tenta-

tively dated and will pay for 
some tree ring dating to be 

done on wood from the park. 

2010 Chaco Rock Art Tour (conõt. from page 1) 

From the Superintendentõs Desk (conõt. from page 1) 

 

 òThe support of 

the Friends and 

other volunteers 

continues to be 

vitally important to 

us. Thanks Friends! 

 
Barbara West,  

Park 

Superintendent  
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The Friends also are making it 

possible to expand the summer 
speaker series. These are mod-

est beginnings but each contrib-
utes to preserving and protect-

ing Chaco.  

 

Thanks Friends! 

 

 
 

Superintendent, Chaco Culture 

National Historical Park 

 

 
 

 

Rock art 
panel, 

Chaco 
Culture 

National 
Historical 

Park  

 

 

The Friends will use the pro-

ceeds to help protect the rock-

art in Chaco. 

 
Contact either Jane Kolber at 
(520) 432-3402 or Donna 

Yoder at  (520) 882-428 to 
receive detailed tour informa-

tion and an application.  

 

Only nine persons will be 
accepted on the tour.   

Friends of Chaco members will 

be given first preference. 

Camping will be provided in 

the park for tour participants, 
who will also have access to 

hot showers and a camp 
kitchen.  All meals will be pro-

vided. Participants must pro-
vide their own camping gear.  

Alternatively, participants can 
arrange to stay at a motel 

(approximately 50 miles away) 
at their own expense and drive 

back and forth to the park each 
day.  The tour will conclude 

after dinner on Sunday. 

 
Cost of tour is $650,.  Of this, 

$325 will be tax deductible.  


